UNDERSTANDING DATA SOVEREIGNTY IN
ARIZONA TRIBAL SNAP-ED

hat is Data Sovereignty?

Indigenous data sovereignty refers to the right of Indigenous nations
to manage the collection, ownership, and application of their data,
as affirmed by the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). It emphasizes recognizing Indigenous
Peoples' rights in data and enhancing their control over data related
to their communities, lands, and resources.

Key Principles

Indigenous communities must control data collection and use. It is
important that research partners recognize traditional knowledge
systems and implement supportive policies that reflect these values.
Key frameworks include the First Nations' Principles of OCAP® and
the global CARE Principles for Indigenous Data Governance (IDGov):
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Challenges

Historical Context

Historically, data about Indigenous communities was often collected
and used without their consent, leading to misuse and

misrepresentation. For example, early census data often categorized

Indigenous peoples in ways that ignored their unique identities and

governance structures. This legacy has contributed to a lack of trust

in external data collection and analysis efforts.

Benefits
Indigenous data sovereignty is essential for Tribal SNAP-Ed as it

ensures that SNAP-Ed programming is grounded in the unique needs
and cultural values of Indigenous communities. By prioritizing the
control of their own data, tribes can tailor programs that effectively
address specific dietary habits and health challenges. This approach
not only promotes better health outcomes but also fosters community
engagement and empowerment. The CARE Principles further enhance
this process by ensuring that data use leads to inclusive development,
informed decision-making, and equitable benefits for Indigenous
peoples. Ultimately, embracing data sovereignty in Tribal SNAP-Ed
strengthens the overall well-being of communities, creating a
sustainable path toward improved health and resilience.
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Open data is data that is accessible for public use. It offers significant opportunities but also presents numerous challenges, particularly in the

context of colonization, bias, and a widespread lack of understanding regarding Indigenous rights. Indigenous nations grapple with issues

surrounding data governance, capability, capacity, and funding. The process of data collection frequently encounters problems of

incompleteness and inaccuracy, while the utilization of this data often lacks indicators relevant to Indigenous health models. Moreover,

the technological infrastructure and data management capabilities within Indigenous communities are often insufficient, further complicating

efforts to effectively leverage open data.

Current Initiatives
UA Native Nations Institute (NNI): The UA Native Nations Institute
(NNI) is committed to advancing Indigenous data sovereignty

through its focused research and policy analysis initiatives. One key

effort is the development of frameworks that empower tribes to
establish their own data governance, ensuring that data practices
respect cultural values and community needs. NNI also emphasizes
the importance of capacity building by providing resources and

training to help tribes navigate the complexities of data
management. Their work can support Arizona’s Tribal SNAP-Ed by
fostering data-driven decision-making that enhances health and
nutrition outcomes tailored to the specific contexts of Indigenous
communities. By promoting these principles of data sovereignty, NNI
plays a vital role in enabling tribes to take ownership of their health
narratives and drive positive change within their communities.

Case Studies
Navajo Nation COVID-19 Response: During the COVID-19 pandemic,
the Navajo Nation effectively leveraged its own health data to guide

public health responses. By controlling their data, they implemented
culturally appropriate health measures, significantly contributing to
managing the pandemic within their community.

The San Carlos Apache Tribe developed a data management system

to track health outcomes related to their Western Apache Ancestorial

Diet, emphasizing nutrition education and food security. By controlling
their own data, they identified gaps in food access and dietary habits,
leading to the creation of community gardens and nutrition workshops
that improved food security and encouraged healthier eating patterns
among community members.

“Data are not a foreign concept in the Indigenous world. Indigenous peoples have always been data creators, data users,

and data stewards. Data were and are embedded in Indigenous instructional practices and cultural principles.”
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Conclusions

implement tribe-specific data governance guidelines.

priority users including USDA and peer SNAP-Ed programs.

sovereignty practices with fidelity.

SET: Internal capacity building to fully understand and incorporate data

o
qv@dp SET: Engage with future SNAP-Ed funded tribal entities to develop and

SIT and SET: Ensure allocation of adequate resources to implement data 0
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-Stephanie Russo Carroll

Additional Resources

o U.S. Indigenous Data Sovereignty Network

o First Nations Development Institute

» Collaboratory for Indigenous Data Governance

SIT and SET: Advocate for data sovereignty principles and practices with

» Global Indigenous Data Alliance

Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS):
Health Improvement Plan

Indigenous data sovereignty is essential for the self-determination and empowerment of Indigenous communities. By controlling their data,

Indigenous nations can foster better governance, protect cultural heritage, and promote sustainable development. Historical misuse and

misrepresentation of data collected without consent have led to a lack of trust in external data efforts. To support Indigenous data sovereignty,

it is crucial to invest in education, policy sharing, technical assistance, and infrastructure. Continued collaboration and investment will help

address challenges and fully realize the potential of Indigenous data sovereignty, ensuring Indigenous nations have rightful control over their

data for a more equitable future. The AZ Health Zone SIT and SET teams can apply data sovereignty frameworks, successes, and lessons

learned to ensure that tribal partnerships are informed by best practices and privilege the needs, desires, and sovereignty of tribal nations.
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